Tenacious Faith!
Matthew 15:21-28 
 [CR Mark 7:24-30]

The bible has a lot to say about faith.  It speaks of weak faith, strong faith, rich faith, obedient faith and many other kinds.  Today, I want to talk about ‘Tenacious Faith’!

Matthew 15:21  “Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.”

Up to this point, Jesus has carried on most of His ministry in Galilee.  But now due to mounting pressures he takes His disciples [rest/teaching] across the northern border of Israel into the coast of Tyre and Sidon, about 50 miles away.  As this was outside the borders of Palestine, they would have been outside the jurisdiction of Herod and the leaders.


Tyre and Sidon were ancient Canaanite cities located just south of modern-day Beirut, Lebanon.  They eventually came under the control of the Phoenicians who became famous as sea-traders, cedar ship builders and the alphabet.  The Phoenicians provided cedar and craftsmen for the building of the Temple in Jerusalem. (957BC)

 
Matthew 15:22   “A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.”

It was during this time that a Canaanite woman makes a plea to Jesus.  Although many of Jesus’ own countrymen didn’t grasp who Jesus was, but this woman did.  She had heard of the mighty healings of Jesus, and wanted his help.

She addressed Jesus specifically:   ["Lord, Son of David.”] 
She knelt before Jesus:    [prostrated worship / deny gods]
She pleaded for mercy:    [not demanding!]

You’ve got to admire this woman’s Tenacious Faith.  The woman was persistent enough to overcome several obstacles to faith:  What were the obstacles? 

She was a Gentile…not part of God's covenant people. 

Romans 1:16  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.”
 
She was a woman of Canaan.  When the people of Israel conquered the land of Canaan, God had commanded them wipe out the wicked Canaanites [Deut 7].  By Jesus' day, the Jews had had no contact whatsoever with the Canaanites.
      

Matthew 15:23-24  “Jesus did not answer a word.  So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us. 24 “He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.””
 
More obstacles:    Ignored, annoyance, not qualified

Why did Jesus ignore her?      Most likely He was testing and draw out her faith.   No response is often hardest to accept.   ‘Faith tested is a richer faith.’  Ill:  10-yr plan
Why were the disciples annoyed?    Her persistence.  

Why was she not qualified for help?   Jesus defined the focus of His mission, and makes it clear that He was not sent to Gentiles like her.  Still, she was not deterred by ‘no’!


Matthew 15:25-26   “The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.  26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”

The "children" refers to the Jews and the "little dogs" represent the Gentiles.  Again, Jesus was testing her.  The Jews considered the Gentiles no better than dogs, and here Jesus uses the word for ‘household pet’.  


Matthew 15:27  “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.”

The woman agrees with Jesus concerning not giving what belongs to the Jews to the non-Jews.  However, she will not let obstacles to faith deter her.  

She responded in great faith!  Great faith is not deterred by setbacks or disappointments!    “Even the dogs eat the crumbs…”   She was saying, "If possible, I'll take the crumbs of blessings."

She didn’t care what portion she got, she’d take anything Jesus was offering!  She knew the value of Jesus and what He offers.  Discouragement was not an option.  

Matthew 15:28  “Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith!  Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.”

The woman’s tenaciousness was rewarded with words of gracious commendation and answered prayer.  Here again you have a gentile getting healed and long-distance at that! [Centurion Matt 8]

Jeremiah 29:13   “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”

What did this woman bring before the King?

Respect for the Lord.
       
Humble courage that would not be deterred.
     
Persistence of faith that will not go away until it gets what is requested. 

The blessing of the gospel are for both Jew and Gentile. 
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