The Signs of the Times
Matthew 16:1-8

How accurate are weathermen in forecasting the weather?    

A study of meteorologist in Kansas City revealed their 7-day precipitation forecasts were accurate 73% of the time.  Sounds good until you realize that if they predicted no rain ever day they would be accurate 86% of the time.

The religious leaders in Jesus’ day were great at forecasting weather, in fact, Jesus commends them for it.  However, He rebuked them out for not being able to read the ‘signs of the times’.

Matthew 16:1   “The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him to show them a sign from heaven.  

· Even though your miracles have overcome all known natural laws, we don’t believe what we’ve seen.
· We want a sign coming from the direction of heaven.

Matthew 16:2   “He replied, “When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,’ 3 and in the morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.’   You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. 

· You are great at forecasting weather signs.  
· You have enough sense to make the connections about the weather, but not about the ‘times’ in which you live.
Why was Jesus so tough on these guys?  

Had they truly known the Scriptures they would have known this was the ‘time’ for the coming of Messiah.  They would have been familiar with Daniel 9 where God commands the angel Gabriel to show Daniel His plan for the world and the role Israel would play.  Israel and Jerusalem would serve the role as “God’s Prophetic Clock”.   

In Daniel 9:24 the angel Gabriel told about Daniel about 70 weeks of sevens concerning Israel and Jerusalem to make and end of sin [atone].  (Lit:  70 sevens of years – 490 years)  

He then breaks them up by explaining that “From the time that the commandment [starting point] goes forth to restore and rebuild Jerusalem to the coming of the ‘Anointed One’, will be 7 sevens and 62 sevens, or 69 sevens or 483 years.”  [173,880 days]

If you track when King Artaxerxes in 444 B.C. gave to Nehemiah the commandment, you end up at Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. [33 A.D.]

Now that’s only 69 of the sevens.  What about the final seven years?  Gabriel than mentioned it in connection with the 7-year Tribulation to come. 

Matthew 16:4  “A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah.”  Jesus then left them and went away.”


When people talk about End Times what questions come to mind? 

How close are we to the end?  
What role will America plan in the end times?  
How does Israel factor in?  
What prophesies still need to be fulfilled before Christ’s Second Coming?  
When does the Rapture occur?  
Who are the Antichrist and False Prophets?  
Will we go through the Tribulation?  
What is Armageddon?  
What will the Millennium be like?

In the next few weeks I want to answer those questions and more.  

"Are there any clues or signs to indicate that the end times are here?"  

Some important clues to help us discern the approach of the end times is found in… 
Matthew 24:4-8   “As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately.  “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
 4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you.    5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many.  6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.        7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.”

False messiahs, wars, famines, earthquakes, plagues, natural disasters…all these are signs to gauge how far along the Biblical clock is.  

Earthquakes are in the news lately.  How do they measure up?   

In the last 100 years, of the top 10 earthquakes, 9 have occurred in our lifetime.   All of them above 8.7 on the Richter Scale.

Looking at the last 10 years are impressive ...

Haiti, Jan 2010:   7.0 earthquake killed 230,000.

China, May 2008:   7.9 earthquake killed 70,000 & 11 mil homeless

Pakistan, Oct 2005:  earthquake killed 80,000 & 1 mil homeless 

Sumatra, Dec 2004:   9.3 earthquake & tsunami killed 300,000

Iran, 2003:  earthquake kills 26,271 
*Since 1990, earthquakes have killed over 780,000.
**In our lifetime, disease and famine has killed millions.  

Does this mean that any political unrest, earthquake or war is a sign of the end times?   No, but taken together they point toward the ‘the baby’ being near delivery.

What other signs point to the advancing of the last days?

I Timothy 4:1 “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons”.

The apostle Paul warned that the last days would bring a marked increase in false teaching.  In our society today men are proclaiming the doctrines of devils, telling you that any kind of lifestyle is acceptable to God.  

In fact, some denomination are ordaining men and women who proudly sin, and teach others to do the same.  People will quickly embrace any heresy but turn away from Biblical orthodoxy.  First doctrine of demons is found in Gen 3.  The doctrine that you don’t need God or that there is another way.


2 Timothy 3:1-5   “1 You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times.  2 For people will love only themselves and their money.  They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful.  They will consider nothing sacred. 3 They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control.  They will be cruel and hate what is good.  4 They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. 5 They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly.  Stay away from people like that!”  NLT



 Other possible signs:

-rebuilding of a Jewish temple in Jerusalem, 
-increased hostility towards Israel, 
-and advances toward a one-world government. 

The most prominent sign of the end times, however, is the nation of Israel.  In 1948, Israel was recognized as a sovereign state, essentially for the first time since A.D. 70. 

Israel has to be a nation in its own land is important in light of end times prophecy.  [Daniel 10:14; 11:41; Rev 11:8]  
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